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ÅSummarize OSVW-VC activity updates to CEOS/SIT and 

CGMS 

Å IOVWST engagement 

OUTLINE 



CEOS Ocean Vector Surface Winds Virtual Constellation (OSVW-VC)  Status of 
activities  

Sustained operations assessment 
Å ASCAT on METOP-A and METOP-B operating nominally 

Å HSCAT on HY2-A operating nominally, no NRT data access 

Å OSCAT on OceanSat-2 discontinued operations 

Å ISRO already has a gap filler OSVW mission (ScatSat) approved and scheduled for a late 

2015 launch 

Å NASA RapidScat mission on the International Space Station scheduled for an early August 2014 

launch 

Optimization of the OSVW constellation 
Å Analysis of the overall local time coverage from the constellation for different applications 

Bridging with the International Ocean Vector Winds Science Team  
Å IOVWST 2014 annual meeting in June 2014, planning an OSVW-VC side meeting 

Å Specific working groups will be kicked-off on Climate wind CDRs, Data Standards and Coastal 

Applications 

Outreach and training 
Å Satellite winds and waves marine forecaster training workshop conducted in December 2013 with 

the South African Weather Service as part of the outreach and training effort  
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CEOS Ocean Vector Surface Winds Virtual Constellation (OSVW-VC)  
Current status and outlook ς NRT data access 

No NRT data 
access 
committed 
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CEOS Ocean Vector Surface Winds Virtual Constellation (OSVW-VC)  
Local time coverage assessment (ground track) - NRT data access 

No NRT data 
access 
committed 

WMO observation cycle requirement: 6 h 



ÅMean position errors (of 
MSLP minimum) of the 
2011/2012 Tropical 
Cyclones in the south-west 
Indian Ocean as forecast 
with the regional Aladin 
Réunion NWP model 
(Dominique Mékiès, 2013).   

ÅASCAT-A is used in both. 

CEOS Ocean Vector Surface Winds Virtual Constellation (OSVW-VC)  
The impact of OSCAT in NWP 

Research and Development in Europe on Global Application of the OceanSat-2 Scatterometer Winds 
Final Report of the OceanSat-2 European Cal/Val AO project, May 2013 
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CEOS Ocean Vector Surface Winds Virtual Constellation (OSVW-VC) 
The impact of OSCAT in NWP 

The forecast sensitivity to observations measures 
the impact of the observations on the short-range 
forecast (24 hours).  

It computes the Forecast Error Contribution (FEC) that is a 
measure (%) of the variation of the forecast error (as defined 
through the dry energy norm) due to the assimilated 
observations.  

ECMWF started assimilating OSCAT data operationally in Dec 2012 

http://www.ecmwf.int/


CEOS Ocean Vector Surface Winds Virtual Constellation (OSVW-VC) 
The impact of OSCAT in marine forecast and warnings 

(scale in knots) 


