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The Physical Oceanography Distributed 
Active Archive Center (PO.DAAC)

• We provide data, tools, and user services for physical 
ocean parameters including: 
Circulation/Currents, Gravity, OVW, Salinity, and Sea 
Surface Temperature. 

• One of 12 NASA-sponsored DAACs
• Designated archive for many NASA EOS missions: 

Aquarius (June 2011), GRACE, Jason-
1, NSCAT, SEASAT, SeaWinds on QuikSCAT/ADEOS-II.

• Additional archive for partner missions and value-
added products: AVHRR, GHRSST, MODIS, OSCAT, SSM/I 
Pathfinder, TOPEX/Poseidon, and WindSat.
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New Tools, Services, and Features
• New Web Portal: http://podaac.jpl.nasa.gov

– Fully operational since April 2011
– Most “Old” web pages are no longer available.
– QuikSCAT Known Problems and Data Gap Page still 

available:
• http://podaac.jpl.nasa.gov/OceanWind/QuikSCAT/

• New FTP Layout: Note: Old FTP site no longer available
• THREDDS Data Server
• Live Access Server (LAS)
• Beta Level 2 Subsetter: QuikSCAT and ASCAT
• POET 2.0
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• Monthly Updated 
Ocean Stories

• Tools and Services

• State of the Ocean

• Dataset Keyword 
Search

• Dataset Faceted 
Search

• Events

• Announcements

• Dataset Highlights

Web Portal Features:



http://podaac.jpl.nasa.gov/OceanWind/QuikSCAT/
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ftp://podaac.jpl.nasa.gov/allData/
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http://podaac-tools.jpl.nasa.gov/soto/
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http://thredds.jpl.nasa.gov/las
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http://podaac-tools.jpl.nasa.gov/hitide
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New Datasets and Extensions
• ASCAT Level 2 12.5 Coastal-Optimized Dataset

– near-real-time distribution 
– historical data since August 2010

• CCMP Extension to 30 June 2011, released in May 2012
• QuikSCAT L2B Reprocessed 12.5 km Dataset

– made publicly available since April 2012
– remains in evaluation mode

• QuikSCAT L3 Monthly Averaged 1 Degree Global Wind Vector Dataset
• JPL-reprocessed Oceansat-II OSCAT L2B Data 

– available for shared cal/val only

• WindSat
– GHRSST Level 3 SST and Wind Vector Product

• David Long:
– Enhanced Resolution Sigma-0 Datasets completely migrated: SEASAT, NSCAT, QuikSCAT, SeaWinds on 

ADEOS-II, ERS-1, and ERS-2
– Local-Time-of-Day Sigma-0 Browse Datasets completely migrated for QuikSCAT and SeaWinds on 

ADEOS-II
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Datasets in the works
• QuikSCAT:

– L2C: JPL wind vectors with derivative fields at 12.5 km sampling using spatial filtering and latest L2B 
GMF and rain flagging (Fall 2012)

– L3: Daily Gridded Pseudo-stress (Bourassa) on 1.0° global grid (awaiting finalization of L2B cal/val)

• ASCAT:
– L3: OSI-SAF (KNMI) daily wind vectors on 0.25° global grid (under development)
– MetOp-B wind vector datasets (as soon as available)

• WindSat:
– L3: REMSS non-GHRSST daily wind vectors on 0.25° global grid (Fall 2012)

• OSCAT:
– We hope to be able to distribute ISRO’s latest reprocessed L2B datasets
– Currently we are relying on IOVWST and the JPL QuikSCAT Science team to make this work
– If there’s anything else we can do, we are willing and able
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CCMP Usage Metrics
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Unique Users Volume (GB)



ASCAT Usage Metrics
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Unique Users Volume (GB)



Measuring Our Success

• Metrics collection:
– Data ingest and access
– Data and services usage
– User satisfaction rates
– Portal access
– Search engine ranking

• Reminder: please register your name and email at 
podaac@podaac.jpl.nasa.gov in order to receive 
the annual EOSDIS user satisfaction survey.
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Science and Technical Support at PO.DAAC
• Dr. Michelle Gierach (Michelle.Gierach@jpl.nasa.gov)

– Lead Project Scientist
– Primary point-of-contact between all science teams and PO.DAAC (for 

all parameters).
• Dr. Tong Lee (Tong.Lee@jpl.nasa.gov)

– Scientist responsible for wind-related topics.
• Mr. David Moroni (David.F.Moroni@jpl.nasa.gov)

– Data Engineer and co-investigator for wind and scatterometry datasets 
and primary point-of-contact between users and data providers.

• Scientists and Data Engineers meet regularly with the aim of 
collecting and sharing feedback from IOVWST and user 
communities.
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Questions?

All scientific/technical inquiries and 
requests for user registration may be 

sent to:
PODAAC@PODAAC.JPL.NASA.GOV
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